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MSgt Slavin has shown not only outstanding 

leadership, but uncommon technical skill. His 
nine deployments in support of Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom dem-
onstrate tireless devotion and self-sacrifice on 
behalf of the American people. He was a vital 
part of joint exercises with allies around the 
world, and volunteered to train members of 
the Canadian Air Force and Indian Air Force 
in the operation and maintenance of their 
newly assigned C–130J aircraft. MSgt Slavin 
also quickly volunteered to support disaster re-
lief efforts following Hurricane Katrina and the 
2007 Peru Earthquake. 

His numerous commendations and awards, 
include the Air Force Commendation Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award (w/2 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters), among several others, and are a testa-
ment to his steadfast courage, personal integ-
rity, unwavering work ethic, and impeccable 
character. His enduring legacy of service to 
our Nation is exceptional and sets the stand-
ard for all to follow. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Tenth Congres-
sional District, I commend and congratulate 
my fellow brother-in-arms, Master Sergeant 
Edward K. Slavin, upon his retirement and for 

his devoted service to the United States of 
America. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. TOMMY 
LEONARD 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the life of Tommy Leonard, 
the founder of the Falmouth Road Race and 
a beloved member of the Cape Cod commu-
nity. 

Growing up in western Massachusetts, Mr. 
Leonard fell in love with running at an early 
age. Following high school, he joined the 
United States Marines and ran his first Boston 
Marathon in 1953. 

Inspired by his community and Frank 
Shorter’s historic victory in the marathon at the 
1972 Olympics, Mr. Leonard brought his love 
for running to Cape Cod. Thanks to his dedi-
cation, the Falmouth Road Race was first held 
on August 15, 1973. Beyond the formation of 

the race, Mr. Leonard worked tirelessly on the 
ground level to promote the event and recruit 
racers to inspire the next generation. Two 
years later, the seven-mile race was won by 
Frank Shorter. 

What began as a fundraiser for the Fal-
mouth High School girl’s track team has now 
taken on a life of its own. The race began with 
just 92 runners working to fund travel ex-
penses for the Falmouth track team. However, 
soon the race was helping local runners earn 
college track scholarships. Now with over 
12,000 annual racers, the Falmouth Road 
Race has contributed millions of dollars to 
local charities. Mr. Leonard has become a pil-
lar of his community and his dedication to 
helping those around him continues to live on 
with the Tommy Leonard Spotlight Award, 
which gives $2,500 to a nonprofit each month. 

Mr. Leonard passed away on January 16, 
2019. However, his commitment will long be 
remembered through his growing family of 
runners and the legacy of his activism. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life of Tommy Leonard. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing his many years 
of dedication to his community. 
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